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Scouting for girls gives group its biggest boost in years

Nearly a third of beavers, cubs and scouts are now female after Baden Powell’s boy-only rule was
dropped in 2007
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Chief scout Bear Grylls: ‘We’ve come a long way since Scouting for Boys’.

Girls have been the revelation, though. Hussain says they make up more than 70% of members, and
there’s a waiting list that would double their size. “We’re really girl-heavy. It's amazing,” she says, as she
rattles off the list of activities on offer, from axe-throwing to rifle-shooting and trekking. “But it's always the
girls first at it.”



Hussain believes scouts have made the whole community more sociable and cohesive. It is having an
impact on school life too, she says. “The teachers tell us it's really obvious which children go to scouts
because they’re more independent and very good at problem solving.”

CJ Ledger, a mother of two and a scout leader in Ashford, Middlesex, says scouting had to move with
the times or fade into obscurity. A girl guide as a teenager, she believes that the “wild child” outdoors
ethic of scouting is what gives it the edge over girl guides and brownies.

“In a society which is so risk-averse, | think scouting gives kids a chance to do things their parents
probably wouldn’t allow them to do — but in a safe environment,” she says.

Girl guiding is still Britain’s biggest youth organisation for girls, with around 400,000 members, according
to Ruth Marvel, the group’s deputy chief executive. But numbers are down on last year, and about half of
what they were in the 1970s heyday.

Marvel says that this is more to do with a shortfall of volunteers and less about the rising popularity of
scouts. But she concedes that the guides movement has to evolve to stay relevant. To that end it
recently asked 70,000 of its guides to identify the issues they cared about most.

Scouts march back into Britain's inner cities as membership soars

“They told us about gender stereotyping and gender discrimination all the way through to animal rights
and the environment. So we have taken that on board,” she says. And there are new badges for skills
such as vlogging, aviation and campaigning.

But would the guides consider the ultimate update and allow boys in?

“It's something we think about quite a lot,” says Marvel. But when it was put to the members, she says,
the overriding response was that they value their “girls-only” space.

“What we offer is more relevant than ever in terms of giving girls opportunities to genuinely explore who
they are and what they want to be, and without having anyone telling them that that's not OK,” she says.





